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factories. Smaller purchases were successful enough, but
the transport of these munitions to Germany was practically
impossible because England and France were in command
of the high seas, and held up and seized nearly every vessel
carrying war material which was destined for Germany.
At first Papen believed that by the purchase or ordering
of vast quantities of war material he would succeed in
busying American factories to such an extent that the sup-
plies for the Entente would be prejudiced. But after a
short time it was evident that so many American factories
could be switched over to the manufacture of arms and
munitions, and the productive capacity of such firms was
so unlimited, that the largest orders Germany might give
could in no way prevent or even delay the dispatch of war
material to England and France.
Finally Papen founded his own company, The Bridgeport
Projectile Company of Bridgeport, Connecticut, which was
to interfere (though in practice it had little effect) in the
American supplies of arms to the Entente Powers. Two
of Papen's documents were later seized ; they were, it is
true, written at a later date, but they throw some light on
this side of his activities.
They read as follows :
Mr. Carl Heynen, Treasurer, Room 1807,
60, Wall Street, New York City.
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT,
Sept. iitky 1915.
DEAR SIR,
Specifications and drawings for 3*015 shrapnel cases
and 4-11 high-explosive shell duly received, and beg to
advise as follows :
First: We will be unable to furnish steel under both
physical and chemical specifications owing to the fact
that manufacturers of steel in the United States will only
assume responsibility under one of these requirements.
Our quotations are based on furnishing steel as per
physical requirements only, as this in our opinon is the
most essential.
Second: Shrapnel cases : the steel already ordered will